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assets and skills

approach
We are an award winning boutique design studio run by senior landscape architects with local and in-
ternational experience acquired over more than a decade of professional practice. We form a talented 
and committed team that works in an energetic and creative environment. We share a history gained 
through work on a range of projects, from the very large to the very small. 

CARMICHAEL STUDIOS was established by Director, Rupert Carmichael, in 2008 with the aim 
of rigorously pursuing design excellence guided by sound social and economic principles within an 
environmental framework. We specialise in a range of areas including landscape architecture, urban 
design, multi media 3D visualisation, graphic design and place making. Our skills and ideas allow us 
to seek and attain outcomes that achieve quality and value for clients, communities and the environ-
ment. Our end aim is to create environments that can surprise and enrich user experience and we are 
always willing to take on new challenges and to explore new trends and ideas. 

Director, Rupert Carmichael, prior to founding CARMICHAEL STUDIOS, gained over ten years expe-
rience working in Europe and Australia for a number of leading multi award winning firms. Rupert ran a 
landscape construction company in the early 1990’s before graduating in landscape architecture from 
one of Australia’s leading design schools, RMIT, Vic, in 1998. Rupert also holds a degree in politics 
and sociology from Ball State University, USA and Deakin University, Vic, completed in 1991.

CARMICHAEL STUDIOS tackles projects in an imaginative and engaged manner, embracing and 
elevating clients visions to find the best possible outcomes and solutions. We are expert in utilising new 
techniques and systems to deliver good design that betters objectives and goals. We are also adept at 
utilising computer technology in order to convey ideas into a 3D form that facilitates easy communica-
tion and the testing of concepts.

CARMICHAEL STUDIOS enjoys collaborative processes and is equally confident working with 
government authorities and private clients. In line with our core design philosophy and our commitment 
to responsible ecologically sustainable design principles, we investigate potential for; 

 — sustainable systems and solutions
 — minimised energy and resource consumption

Crows Nest Uniting Church Park, Crows Nest | 2006-2011 

Crows Nest Uniting Church Park, Crows Nest | 
2006-2011 
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 — on site water cycles management
 — low ongoing maintenance requirements 
 — the preservation of the natural environments. 

These initiatives demonstrate our commitment to good design and responsible ecologically sustainable 
development.

CARMICHAEL STUDIOS offer contemporary design thinking that meets varied budgetary constraints 
and client needs. By understanding and exploring each sites constraints and opportunities we generate 
solutions that respond and engage with their context, creating spaces that invigorate and enrich. 

landscape architecture
Landscape architecture can deliver creative connection between vision and place. We realise that our 
urban and natural landscapes require contemporary approaches to meet changing environmental and 
social needs. Our landscape architecture services aim to create solutions that address and integrate 
development and environmental challenges.

By collaborating with a range of other disciplines, our work can embrace projects of varied scale 
and complexity. By incorporating sound design principles we are able to target solutions that go far 
beyond superficial decoration alone. 

CARMICHAEL STUDIOS sees the potential for informed design to produce quality spaces and 
places that result in discernible positive outcomes for people, communities and the environment. 

home view
Australians dream of the quarter acre block is alive and well. However, the rapid growth and increased 
density of our cities means that this dream has been tempered by new constraints. Today, there is an 
increasing need for more sustainable, compact and intelligent solutions to our living needs. 

We face ever growing challenges when seeking to alleviate the stresses and demands of daily life. 
CARMICHAEL STUDIOS work aims to provide quality living environments that achieve environmental, 
social and economic benefits to clients, developers and communities. We aim to create quality spaces 

Design Parramatta , Smith + Station | 2012

Design Parramatta , Smith + Station | 2012
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and places that cultivate healthy, calming environments and balance within the ever increasing con-
straints of our urban lives.

We can produce work within tight frameworks while incorporating urban ecologies, all of site water 
cycle management and biodiversity. Our approach allows for the creation of innovative solutions that 
provide distinctive and enriching outcomes and a simpler DA approval process. We constantly chal-
lenge ourselves on each new project in order to deliver robust outcomes that rise above market aspira-
tions and gain increased asset value for the client.

big picture
The development industry values sound design solutions that balance economic imperatives with 
aesthetic vision and environmental sustainability.  CARMICHAEL STUDIOS has the ability to respond to 
challenging sites and demanding schedules, delivering a service to clients that represent value.

Taking an integrated approach to the ecological, economic and social sustainability of our natural 
and built environments we can deliver big picture plans that integrate the multi-faceted requirements of 
development. We undertake a rigorous site investigation process prior to the development of options in 
order to inform the design process. Our site designs aim to create contemporary, sustainable working 
and living environments that are sympathetic to both their natural and built surroundings.

water sensitive urban design
Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) is an ever emerging area of practice that integrates land and 
water cycle management synergistically. Underpinning WSUD principles is a desire to provide more 
appropriate ways of managing water, wastewater and stormwater solutions in our landscapes. It is 
a practice that recognises that water is a very valuable and limited commodity, not a waste product. 
NSW State government agencies now acknowledge this and require compliance with BASIX and 
SEPP65 for urban development.

Water shortage and water quality are some of the biggest environmental challenges facing us 
today. In Australia in particular, we are often faced with the negative impacts of drought that limits the 
available water supply on an ongoing basis and leads to regular restrictions. 

Heath Residence , Double Bay | 2008-2010

Heath Residence , Double Bay | 2008-2010
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Lord Mayor, Clover Moore and CARMICHAEL 
STUDIOS, Caitriona O’Dowd At Opening Of 
Bourke Street Primary School Productive Gardens 

Working in collaboration with specialist engineers, CARMICHAEL STUDIOS assist in developing 
sustainable water strategies for protects. Our services include specific site designs for water manage-
ment within new or existing urban infrastructure. 

3D realisation + IT systems
CARMICHAEL STUDIOS uses a range of technologies in all facets of our work. Our digital tools aid us 
in ensuring accurate and effective delivery to our clients.

Our CAD services are provided on a Macintosh operating system that supports a number of soft-
ware applications. These can be utilised for 2D drafting and documentation, 3D modelling, photo re-
alistic imagery and rendering, as well as other more day to day needs. These services can be applied 
on either a comprehensive project by project basis or as specialist skill sets for specific consultancy 
requirements.

The firm has a very flexible system capable of transferring files from a number of formats. We are 
able to communicate readily with clients and consultants on Macintosh, Windows and Linux systems 
using DXF, DWG, PDF and other industry cross platform file formats.

Pathways Early Learning Childhood Development Centre_Phase 01, Marrickville | 2012-2013 
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resources and assurances

quality assurance
Carmichael Studios is a registered company and has developed a Quality Assurance System to comply 
with the requirements of Australian and the International standard, ISO9001, pertaining to Quality in 
design firms.

This initiative is an important component of our business systems. We have undertaken a commitment 
to Quality Assurance implementation and the company wide objectives of Total Quality Management.

Our Quality System has been developed to:

 — ensure clients receive a high level of service
 — ensure compliance with all statutory, regulatory, professional and community requirements including 
Australian Standards and Building Codes

 — Reduce costs and improve efficiency through continual improvements in processes, procedures and 
employee skills

 — Promote uniformity of output process, and quality ensuring that procedures central to Carmichael 
Studios service are implemented at all times

We are conversant with ISO9001 as it relates to our design services and to the construction industry.  
Using the internet and journal subscriptions our staff are kept up to date with the latest and the most reli-
able information and resources from both local and international sources.

national code of practice - construction
Carmichael Studios are compliant with the National Code of Practice for the Construction Industry and 
the Australian Government Implementation Guidelines.

OHS & risk management
It is the policy of Carmichael Studios that every employee is provided with a safe, healthy, and clean 
workplace, free from recognisable hazards.  The company’s OHS policy, objectives and strategies are 
outlined in the OHS&R Management Plan which is managed and implemented by the appointed OHS 
Coordinator.  The OHS Coordinator is responsible for inhouse OHS training, undertaking regular OHS 
audits of the office work environment and ensuring that the most recent OHS legislations and require-
ments are met.  OHS Coordinator is also required to hold a current Senior First Aid Certificate.

It is Carmichael Studios company policy that those employees engaged in regular on-site monitoring 
of construction works hold a Work Cover NSW ‘Green/White Card’.  Additional OHS training for 
employees is provided and undertaken as required for specific projects.

equal opportunity for women
We confirm that the Carmichael Studios policy in regards to equal opportunities for women comply 
with the equal opportunity for women in the workplace act 1999.

insurance
Carmichael Studios maintains Professional Indemnity cover and Public Liability cover. Should further 
information be required we would be pleased to discuss the details.

Roops Raps | 2008 - Ongoing
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Carmichael Studios
Camichael Studios has nominated an experienced team to direct and produce the design concepts 
for this project.  The design team has both local and international experience acquired over more than 
a decade of professional practice. They form a talented and committed group that will work in an 
energetic and creative manner. The key staff in the team are Rupert Carmichael, Caitriona O’Dowd, 
and Luke McDermott.

Rupert Carmichael
Rupert, a Landscape Architect and Urban Designer, is founder and director of Carmichael Studios, a 
Sydney based design studio. Rupert is a registered Landscape Architect and also holds a degree in 
politics and sociology. He has diverse experience on public and private projects in Australia, Europe 
and the Asia Pacific region.

Rupert ran a landscape construction company in the early 1990’s before graduating in landscape 
architecture from one of Australia’s leading design school, RMIT, Vic, in 1998. Following his gradua-
tion he worked in The Netherlands for several years with offices Bureau B+B and UN Studio. Returning 
to Australia in 2001, Rupert moved to Sydney where he worked for eight years with one of Sydney’s 
most successful design firm. He quickly became their most senior associate. 

Rupert established CARMICHAEL STUDIOS in 2008 with the aim of pursuing design excellence 
underpined by strong environmental, social and economic principles. 

Rupert oversees all projects in the office ensuring a rigorous process is applied to all phases of 
projects.  

Caitriona O’Dowd
Caitriona O’Dowd is an English educated, Senior Landscape Architect with professional experience 
in a wide range of urban design and landscape projects both in Australia and Europe.  Her experi-
ence includes a wide range of private and public landscape and infrastructure projects. Caitriona also 
brings her horticultural training and knowledge to each project.

Luke McDermott
Luke McDermott is a Senior Landscape Architect from the University of New South Wales.  He is inter-
ested in ESD and has strong computer skills in 2D and 3D CAD modelling.  Luke assists the team with 
detailed design and ESD implemeantation and has strong project management skills. Luke has over ten 
years professional experience in Australia.

team

Rupert Carmichael | Company Director
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“ An idea that is developed and put into action is more important than 
an idea that exists only as an idea.” 


